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My experience with Special Needs Leos is for the most part 
young people on the autism spectrum. Autism spectrum 
disorder affects communication and social interaction. 
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In 2020, CDC 
reported that 1 in 
54 children in the 

U.S. was 
diagnosed with 

Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD).
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ASD can range from 
socially awkward to 

completely nonverbal. 
Social situations can cause 

severe anxiety, but that 
doesn’t mean they don’t 

want to be included.
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Most students with autism receive 
services through their local school 
districts. They participate in sports, 
serve as team managers, and the 
school becomes the center of their 
world. All these services stop on the 
day before their 22nd birthday.

Their community is gone, but not their 
desire to “belong.”
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How Did Parkview Pride 
Get Started:

This need is what I was told for years and 
finally I sat down with Dr. Stagnaro-Green, 
Dean at UIC Chicago School of Medicine; 
Lori Davie, Director of Easter Seals and 
TAP; and Lion Mary Nelson who was a 
special education paraprofessional in the 
district. Together, Dr. Stagnaro-Green 
gave us the blessing to use the facility and 
to start the program. 
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Parkview Pride 
Omega Leo Club

Chartered: 2017 with 18 Leos
13 students with disabilities
3 medical students
A sister
1 Special Olympic coach
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Because of sensory issues, 
communication difficulties, and 
anxiety, being in social settings can be 
extremely stressful for some people 
with autism. Of course, there are many 
who enjoy the social aspects of a club 
meeting, but it can be painful for many 
others. 
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A club for members with special 
needs allows members to attend, 
participate, belong on terms that 
compliment their abilities. They 
find a setting where they 
participate to the extent they are 
comfortable, while feeling safe 
enough to try something new. 
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Typical Meeting for 
the Parkview Pride Omega 

Leos

Board of Directors meet at 5:30pm
General meeting begins at 6pm
General meeting will discuss topics to be voted on 
and often there is a program and a snack.
During the Pandemic, we have had Zoom 
meetings.
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Service Projects

Service projects are often spent with a buddy 
Leo Club, Rockford Flinn Leo Club
Include: Made fleece tie blankets for 
hospitalized children with cancer
Sorting Glasses
Working at Food Banks
Putting together buddy boxes for the needy
Joint project was collecting plastic tops, 
yielding 6,500 pounds and getting two 
benches and an ADA Picnic table. 
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We think of it as the Special Olympics of 
Service.
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“Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave in my attempt.”
-Special Olympics athlete oath
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Questions?
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Thank You

© 2020 Lions Clubs International
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